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Under the Commuolset regime, not oly de the public denied military and 
polities] factual news to be able to exercise intelligent judement on publica 
affairs, et the seholers and students ara denied tho uae of gecial and 
agenomic data for educational and ressarch purposos, Publiaation of handbooks 
or yearbooks, naturally continue but the deta eombained in then are waurmble 
for scientific purposes for the most part, as they aro either cbvious Ly: 
unrcliable, or too frepuembary, or ccusolidated so thet they cannot ba 
amnuiysed, The spy-conseioug authoritioy put praxtically cvoerything uader 
coufidential classification, They eay that, in order to beiue anowh the 


_ Success of the construction of a new China, the genera) publica dacs nh naed 


this Imesledge, rather, it would ba bether to keep the public from Lb, 


in the preComuniet days, sooikl and economic deta used to come either by 
private research in ecueatio xl institutions or by government publica tii om. 
But now, 211 research projects of private individuals come wader the scrutiny 
af the goverunot, as they met ba reported for approval te the edueetionsl 
actinistration, and approwal selden cones if the project is a piece of field 
research, Projects using books and documentary sources containing old data 
alone remain feirly free, . 


Government orgenireatbions hava not oaly stopped publishing deta, but also refuse 
to give out anything upon inquiry. Copulation data used to be obteinad fren 

the municipal government by eithor writing or by persanal eorbact. Mark mor, 
pepulation dete is considered confidential and ams is afraid erea to asic 

for it, One attempt was met with a shift reburf, ewen whon the deta wes 
requested for leritinate instruction in » population courses, Dete ag conmon 

ac employment, wacos and price Ladexos are put in the confidential classiitestion, 
thouga for tho tima being they still ean be dealt whith to a Link ted extent 

‘by private research, 


But this dosa not moat that the governnonts has vo data: tn Pach, if has 

perhaps more than did the Setionalist regime. The mutber of iteng the 
foveranant traits te ime haa mrtly tuerscased, gud investi getion tori, compared 
te that under the Nationalia w, is erce ieod, syotematic and consclambiously j 
carried oul, in apite of the Leck of seLemtific training of the workers in 

the technigue of duta collaction. This is aspecially. eo with lecal date, 

in acey, the Communist govermumt iz quite date conscious, Time and REAL, 
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losal organizations of the govermeent from the village level up have 
complained of having te fill in too many tebles and anuswar too meny data 
questions, Data of ell types flews to provincial, regional and central 
organizations from very extensive areas, many of which had no data in the 
pre-Camunist days. Quite a bit of such deta are printed regularly by the 
goverment, but only for confidential circulation among higher circles. 


Even an orgentzation as important as the All-China Federation of Labor, 
however, did not have a statistical expert until the Soviet advisers 

started a training class for them sonctime last summer, and yet that 
organization possesses a rich store of data on omployment and wages from 

all parts of the country. SHTH Ruo~heng, a Harvard trained instructor on 
ilsbor problems in Tsinghua University in Peking worked last summer for the 
Institute of Social Sciences in the Central Institute ef Sciences, (formerly 
the Acadomica Sinica), He tried to got some data on wages by visiting shops 
and factories in severel North China | cities. Ue got very meagre results 
becense of the reluctance of largor factories to give necessary informationa 
Then, the National Conference on Wages vms called by the All-Chine Federation 
of Labor, and SHU! was permitted to attend one of the sessiona ‘hers, ha 
Wan amazed at the anount of date available, but he was not ellowad to take 
notes, even though he was working for the Institute of Sciences, which 

is 4 govermmont organization. Ile was given to understand thet, he should 
work in the Foderation on wages if he was serious in getting soma resscarch 
done, and that the Union could use him. SHIHts case is important, for it 
illustrates what is happening in all other fields in the social ecioncos, 

To do research in a certaiv field, one will have to either work in yovernnent 
department dealing with that field or become very clesely connected with it, 
before one cen get access to the necessary data. This makes it very hard 

to supply up-to-date materials for colloge teaching in sccieal sciences, oven 
in government universities, and the treining of studont for objective 
understanding of recent trends of social developments will be very hard if 
not impossible. 


Monnvhile the confidential circles, the core of the goverment, have all the 
aye leble faets, and provided they can comand tho scientific skill te 
Chess facia, ara able bo understand and control the trends eo ee 


Whi the participation of rcublie reaction end opinion. Jocial scisutist 

- Chine arc nou fully avec: of this difficulty and dangor, for Voor romiise 
that ther wilh have to fein the sovernunent in scene wie EP they intona to 
conbanue | acader Wc researc. Admoat, avery! CONVORIRESON Bory, © social sedcutiets 


wil) ewarbuali: “ard ft G into this rnerplexing ami di shoartordin: LHL Gh 


Social sae have gliroady ontered covernmiont gorvica in ong war GP ae 
neetiy videly in all parta ef toe ceuntry, especially in tne Uortiuact and 


an ae: Chie ge sMorybning, including elunation and research, is amd oF. nonld 
po a branch of reli joa, ara individial workinc out ef social problene is 4 
vootice off the peur ools vsthan, omc le told. dna way only throwch thie 
syoten can the Camunist covernment get Lae perser: cl, af neces sary sclentific 


sill to work for it. for ‘fou scienbists will. voluntarily vast to do this. 
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